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ends that the isolated individual would find it difficult or
impossible to accomplish. While a man's own will is not
wholly without influence in determining the social class to
which he belongs, yet a long time must elapse before it can
effect a change in his position, which is dependent on external
causes. But the association is wholly a product of the free
choice of its members. Hence the life of an association
brings into the historic fixity of the social order, which that
order will never, perhaps, wholly lose, a freer play of social
forces, and allows a wider scope to individual activity. Corre-
sponding to this we have the fact that social classes, though
individuals may sometimes pass from one to another, are
mutually exclusive; while the various kinds of associations
and societies blend in a great variety of ways. A man may
belong to many associations, but not to more than one social
class.

Associations are always the product of a community of
interests. While the word association or union ( Vereiri) in-
dicates that individuals are brought together into a unity, the
bond that unites them may be closer or laxer according to
the importance of the ends for which they strive in common,
and the greater or less similarity of their positions in life.
The general term association is usually employed to indicate
the loosest form of union. Associations, in this narrower
sense, may include among their members men of the most
widely different social classes, occupations and positions.
There is a closer bond of union in societies that are formed
for the pursuit of a single definite end, which presupposes
a more permanent interest on the part of the members of the
society. Business or trades unions come next, membership
in which usually implies a unity of endeavour that extends to
other departments of life. Last of all comes the corporation,
the union of whose members is outwardly manifested by its
claim to be regarded as a legal unit, to have external repre-